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Hello and Happy February.
We all hope that you and your loved
ones are enjoying this mild winter.
Like us, you’re probably making plans
for spring. In this issue, Dr. Flint
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marked by the lack of ovarian activity.
Beginning when the days begin to lengthen,
mares enter transition, marked by irregular
ovulation and estrus patterns.

blankets during the winter months in
addition to increasing the photoperiod will
provide the best combination for bringing a
mare into estrous out of season.
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Why
does
Montana
Equine
recommend Spring Vaccinations be
given in April/May and not in
March?
Basically, our recommendations are
due to issues related to West Nile
Virus (WNV). Peak incidence occurs
in August and September, but in our
region, the season has historically
lasted from July through October.
And although it is relatively rare in
Montana, scores of horses die in our
state every year from this preventable
disease.
The vaccines against WNV are very
well tested, and all 3 provide
excellent protection against this
serious disease. However, many
horses’ immunity from vaccination is
known to wane quickly, even within 6
months. Other than measuring WNV
titers (which is partially correlated
with protection), recent vaccination is
critical. Therefore, we recommend
spring vaccines be given in late April,
providing more reliable immunity
through the peak WNV season 5-6
months later. This strategy allows
horses to stay well-protected after just
one annual dose of the WNV vaccine.
Having seen too many horses die
from WNV, we highly recommend
protecting your horses. In the near
future, new vaccine technologies may
mean that these vaccinations may be
given even less often, perhaps just
every second year.

Jeannine M. Berger, D.V.M., is an
associate staff veterinarian in the
Department of Medicine and
Epidemiology, Clinical Animal
Behavior at the University of
California at Davis’ School of
Veterinary Medicine.
She is a
3934 Frontage Rd
Forks,
MT 59752 College
Diplomate ofThree
the406-285-0123
American
montanaequine comand is a
of Veterinarywww
Behaviorists
well-traveled and versatile lecturer.
In conjunction with her veterinary
education, she has completed many
years of practice at both the
University of Zurich and at UC Davis.
Dr. Berger has also completed
several instructional Natural
Horsemanship’s clinics and has
conducted seminars in horse
handling locally and internationally.
Dr. Berger is highly regarded for her
ability to communicate behavior
science to audiences of all ages and
levels of experience.
Dr. Berger has done research in the
areas of repetitive behavior such as
cribbing and headshaking as well as
foal rejection and weaning. She
currently works with problem horses
and teaches owners how to conduct
behavior modification which
improves the horse-human
relationship.

DISCOUNTS
on
Preventative
Care!!!

We know that the economic
realities have the potential to
affect everyone. In consideration
of that, and because we are so
committed to prevention over
cure, Montana Equine will offer
reduced fees for our routine
preventative care as outlined
here.

FEES RETURN TO 2006 prices:
- Reduced fees for vaccination
and de-worming: We have cut
our fees by almost $10 per
horse!
- EXTENDED 15% discount on
routine dental floats!!!
We normally offer discounts on
routine dentals in the winter, ending
in March. This year, we will continue
to offer the 15% discount until May 15.

Behavior Seminar Open House
April 4, 2009 • 10:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Bring this newsletter to the Open House for entry into the door prize drawing!

